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What	happens	when	we	die.	One	of	life’s	great	questions.	
Do	we	go	to	purgatory?	Spoiler	alert	–	no.	
	
What	is	purgatory?	

• Answer:	nothing.	Because	it’s	not	real.	
• Belief	in	Purgatory	was	formalized	in	the	13th	century.	The	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	

defines	purgatory	as	a	"purification,	so	as	to	achieve	the	holiness	necessary	to	enter	the	joy	of	
heaven,"	which	is	experienced	by	those	"who	die	in	God’s	grace	and	friendship,	but	still	
imperfectly	purified"	(CCC	1030).	It	notes	that	"this	final	purification	of	the	elect	.	.	.	is	entirely	
different	from	the	punishment	of	the	damned"	(CCC	1031).	

• Dante’s	poem	The	Divine	Comedy	(1472)	thrust	this	belief	into	the	forefront	of	the	public	
consciousness.	Printing	press	had	only	been	around	for	32	years	by	this	point.	

	
Is	Purgatory	Biblical?	

• How	did	so	many	people	get	this	understanding?	
• A	system	of	stacked	unbiblical	beliefs	

o The	foundational	piece:	what	is	scripture?	
§ The	Hebrew	Bible	has	neer	really	been	in	dispute	

• Writings	of	their	prophets	
• Josephus	
• Where	did	apocrypha	come	from?	
• Not	considered	scripture	by	the	Jews	
• Not	cited	by	NT	authors,	despite	over	250	citations	of	OT	
• Jerome	405AD	

o Specifically	calls	these	out	as	not	part	of	scripture.	This	is	the	same	
translation		used	by	the	Catholic	church	until	1979.	

• Nevertheless,	Council	of	Trent	1546	
§ How	does	this	affect	the	doctrine	of	purgatory?	

• “He	also	took	up	a	collection,	man	by	man,	to	the	amount	of	two	thousand	
drachmas	of	silver,	and	sent	it	to	Jerusalem	to	provide	for	a	sin	offering.	In	
doing	this	he	acted	very	well	and	honorably,	taking	account	of	the	
resurrection.	For	if	he	were	not	expecting	that	those	who	had	fallen	would	
rise	again,	it	would	have	been	superfluous	and	foolish	to	pray	for	the	dead.	
But	if	he	was	looking	to	the	splendid	reward	that	is	laid	up	for	those	who	fall	
asleep	in	godliness,	it	was	a	holy	and	pious	thought.	Therefore	he	made	
atonement	for	the	dead,	so	that	they	might	be	delivered	from	their	sin.”	-	2	
Maccabees	12:43–45	

• Take	this	not	biblical	passage,	and	add	it	to	the	follow	passage	from	
scripture:	“Nothing	impure	will	ever	enter	it,	nor	will	anyone	who	does	what	
is	shameful	or	deceitful,	but	only	those	whose	names	are	written	in	the	
Lamb’s	book	of	life.”	Revelation	21:27	

• And	you	have	the	genesis	of	the	idea	that	a	level	of	purification	is	necessary	
before	we	can	enter	the	presence	of	God.	Let	me	be	clear,	this	is	not	true	and	
the	bible	does	not	support	this.	

o Also	affirmed	at	the	council	of	trent,	church	tradition	and	scripture	are	of	equal	authority.	



§ Scripture	teaches	that	the	word	of	God	is	our	final	authority,	not	the	word	of	man.	
• “Jesus	answered,	“it	is	written:	‘Man	shall	not	live	on	bread	alone,	but	on	

every	word	that	comes	from	the	mouth	of	God.’””	–	Matthew	4:4	
• Mark	7:8-13	

o The	word	of	God	clearly	is	always	to	have	authority	over	the	
traditions	of	man	

§ This	is	the	exact	opposite	of	what	the	council	of	trent	declared.	This	council	declared	
church	tradition	and	scripture	to	be	independent	and	of	equal	authority	

o A	related	but	separate	issue	is	that	at	this	council	the	church	declared	that	they	are	the	
ultimate	interpreter	of	scripture.	This,	there	can	be	no	argument	if	the	church	states	that	
scripture	says	something	that	others	believed	it	does	not.	

	
The	key	issue	stacked	on	top	of	these	elements	is	the	doctrine	of	Justification	

• It	starts	with	the	idea	that	Jesus	can’t	possibly	be	enough	for	our	salvation,	that	we	somehow	have	
to	earn	it	

o This	idea	goes	back	to	the	earliest	days	of	Christianity	
§ Matthew	19:16-26	

• This	passage	is	it’s	own	entire	sermon,	but	what	I	want	to	highlight	here	is	
verse	19,	what	good	thing	must	I	do?	

• Also	want	to	highlight	the	end	of	this	passage,	that	it	is	impossible	for	a	man	
by	his	own	efforts	to	get	into	heaven	

§ Galatians	3:1-14	
• Highlight	verse	three	–	begin	by	the	spirit,	finish	by	the	flesh	

o In	many	ways	this	is	an	outgrowth	of	the	sin	of	pride	–	we	must	be	able	to	do	something	on	
our	own	to	make	this	happen,	we	hate	to	rely	on	others.	

	
So	here’s	how	all	elements	of	this	pyramid	interact:	

• (1)	By	not	being	clear	and	careful	on	what	exactly	is	scripture	and	what	is	not,	we	have	non-
inspired	writings	being	treated	as	the	authoritative	word	of	God	

o Those	words	create	doubt	that	Jesus	alone	has	provided	the	atonement	for	our	sins,	and	all	
alternative	that	appeals	to	human	pride	

• (2)	Putting	church	tradition	on	equal	authority	with	scripture	means	that	after	the	council	of	Lyon	
in	1245	laid	out	the	doctrine	and	made	it	part	of	church	dogmatics,	this	became	the	official	belief	
of	the	church	and	

• (3)	Because	the	church	was	considered	the	final	authority	on	interpreting	scripture	(and	scripture	
was	largely	unavailable)	there	could	be	no	debate	

• (4)	Thus	the	doctrine	of	justification	is	warped	by	the	poor	foundation	underneath	it,	and	becomes	
one	in	which,	essentially,	Jesus	buys	your	admission	ticket	into	heaven,	but	you	still	have	to	work	
your	way	there	on	your	own.	

	
Three	passages	that	directly	contradict	this	doctrine	

• Luke	16:19-31	–	Rich	man	and	Lazarus	
• Luke	23:39-43	–	Thief	on	the	cross	
• “Nor	did	he	enter	heaven	to	offer	himself	again	and	again,	the	way	the	high	priest	enters	the	Most	

Holy	Place	every	year	with	blood	that	is	not	his	own.	Otherwise	Christ	would	have	had	to	suffer	
many	times	since	the	creation	of	the	world.	But	he	has	appeared	once	for	all	at	the	culmination	of	
the	ages	to	do	away	with	sin	by	the	sacrifice	of	himself.	Just	as	people	are	destined	to	die	once,	and	
after	that	to	face	judgment,	so	Christ	was	sacrificed	once	to	take	away	the	sins	of	many;	and	he	will	
appear	a	second	time,	not	to	bear	sin,	but	to	bring	salvation	to	those	who	are	waiting	for	him.”	
Hebrews	9:25-28	



Why	don’t	we	believe	in	Purgatory	today?	
• (1)	We	recognize	the	Hebrew	Bible	as	the	OT,	just	as	Christ	and	the	apostles	did	
• (2)	We	believe	that	scripture	is	our	final	authority,	not	the	church.	Church	tradition	and	teachings	

must	be	supported	by	scripture	and	do	not	have	independent	authority.	
This	is	one	of	the	key	elements	of	the	reformation.	We’ll	hear	more	about	this	next	week.	

• (3)	We	believe	that	every	believer,	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	has	the	ability	to	interpret	scripture.	
This	is	why	we	encourage	everyone	to	not	only	have	a	bible,	but	to	spend	time	reading	it.	The	
faithful	study	of	scriptures	by	the	people	of	God	holds	the	church	accountable	to	teach	the	word	
faithfully.	

• (4)	We	believe	that	we	are	justified	by	faith	alone	in	Jesus	alone.	Works	flow	outward	from	our	
faith	but	have	nothing	to	do	with	our	justification.	

• (5)	Because	Jesus	sacrificial	atonement	for	our	sins	is	complete,	our	justification	is	complete,	and	
there	is	no	need	for	any	additional	cleansing.	

o “And	now,	dear	children,	continue	in	him,	so	that	when	he	appears	we	may	be	confident	
and	unashamed	before	him	at	this	coming.”	–	1	John	2:28	

• We	can	enter	into	the	presence	of	God	because	of	the	blood	of	Christ	
o “But	if	we	walk	in	the	light,	as	he	is	in	the	light,	we	have	fellowship	with	one	another,	and	

the	blood	of	Jesus,	his	Son,	purifies	us	from	all	sin.”	–	1	John	1:7	
o The	blood	of	Jesus	purifies	us	from	all	sin.	Period.	Dot.	End	of	story.	Let’s	pray.	

	
Benediction	Ephesians	1:3-8		


