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NEW MEMBER CANDIDATES - MAY 2021

Chuck and Pam Barby
Jim and Georgette Burkholder
Matt and Samantha Krick
Dan and Pam Kulp
Dana Landis
Keith and Sheri Newswanger
Dave and Judy Ranck
Jason and Aubree Sensenig
Blaine and Laura Tramel
Rachel Tress
Justin and Carmen Walton

CHUCK BARBY

| grew up outside of Philadelphia. | lived most of my childhood with my mother, as
my parents were divorced when | was very young. | have one older sister Kim,
and she currently lives outside Philadelphia with her two grown sons.

I met my wife Pam in 1982 at Kutztown University. We married after my graduation
in 1986. We have two beautiful girls, Jessica and Alexis. Jessica lives in Pittsburgh
with her husband Joe and their three children. | am truly blessed to be a
grandparent to Paige, Joey, and Cole. Alexis went through an intense 5-year
Master’s Degree program and practices as a Physician Assistant in Orthopedics in
Wyomissing, PA.

In September 2020, we relocated to Lititz from Sinking Spring. Being very active members of West Lawn
UMC, we both wanted to find a new church home locally. Passing LEFC many times, we began to watch

the service on line. The contemporary worship was what we what we were searching for, and we started
in person worship at LEFC in October 2020

| was baptized as an infant and was made a child of God. My childhood with many twists and turns in a
broken home, | was not brought up in a church family. Even during the first 26 years of our marriage, |
went through the motions for my children, yet did not feel comfortable in church as it was not something
that | thought important in my life.

Fast forward to 2015. A friend invited us to attend West Lawn UMC. Having just lost my mother, a very
difficult time in my life, | was searching for something. God connected us with a small group of people. My
journey is best described in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Attending a spiritual retreat for men with members of my small group was the turning point in my life.
Learning to forgive, and accepting God as my Lord and Savior.

| am a child of God. Matthew 4:19-20, “Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and | will show you how
to fish for people!” 1 am on a journey that | am so thankful for. | have made discipling to others part of my
life’s work.

PAM BARBY

| was born and raised in Lancaster. | met my husband, Chuck, at Kutztown University in 1982, and we
married in 1986 moving to the Reading area where we raised our daughters Jessica and Alexis. Jessica is
married and lives in Pittsburgh where she and her husband are raising our three grandchildren, Paige (8),
Joey (6), and Cole (3). Alexis is a Physician Assistant for an orthopedic practice and lives in Wyomissing. |



am the Chair and an assistant professor in graphic design at the Pennsylvania College of Art and Design
where | have been employed for the last 16 years as well as a practicing graphic designer since 1985.

Chuck and | drove past LEFC many times during our move to the area this past September. | loved the
logo (the designer in me) and we began to watch services online until we started attending in person this
past October.

My journey with Christ begins with Jeremiah 29:11, “For | know the plans | have for you,;” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” At the beginning
of my journey, | never knew of this verse or what it meant as | do now. | was baptized into Christ’s family as
an infant and marked as a child of GOD. The Holy Spirit was with me from that moment on. My parents
brought me to church and Sunday school; sent me to church camp; and made sure that | was confirmed.

In college, | was searching for a connection and briefly joined a Christian group on campus. College is
where | met Chuck and after marrying in my childhood church in Lancaster, we moved to Reading. We
decided to look for a church when we were pregnant with our first daughter, Jessica. We joined a local
church and immediately became involved for 26 years. Something was missing.

A neighbor introduced us to her church. We joined and had been members there for the past 7 years. At
this church, God placed people in our lives that became our small group. We all grew in our faith and our
relationship with Jesus. Something | never really knew. Separate from our spouses, we all attended a
spiritual weekend that transformed me and my relationship with Jesus. Here is where | accepted Jesus as
my Lord and Savior. | had the opportunity to lay all my sins, anxieties, and worries at the foot of the cross. |
came to understand the grace and love God offers me no matter what | do. This was my “walk to
Emmaus.” God placed the verse from Psalm 46:10 on my heart, “Be still and know that | am God; | will be
exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.” | needed to listen, praise, and hear GOD’s Word.
This became my daily practice of devotion and prayer. Spending time with GOD each morning has
brought me peace and has strengthened my relationship and dependence on him.

In conclusion, GOD has always been there. At the beginning of my journey, | knew He was there and even
felt his presence in my life. It was about a religion and not so much about a relationship. | have no regrets
about my religious upbringing and am so grateful where GOD has led me today. | now see the rainbows
more clearly and know what GOD has promised me. | will continue to love God, his people, and to learn
more about his Word so that | may be a light to others. Today | “Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is GOD’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

GEORGETTE BURKHOLDER

My name is Georgette A. (Good) Burkholder. | am married to Jim, and we have
3 adult children, and 5 grandchildren. | graduated from McCaskey High School
and have a degree in Practical Nursing. | am a retired nurse from Highmark
Blue Shield in Medical Review.

My journey to Jesus Christ as my Savior is a process. He guided me, He
molded me, and He comforted me as My Father, My Abba Daddy. At six years
old, I thought | had a perfect family, Mom, Dad, brother, dog and a new house.
We went to church every Sunday. A surprise to me, as | was too young to
realize there was a problem, my parents divorced. | did not understand or like
this at all. Everything in my life instantly changed— where | lived, went to
school, and my family, as half were gone for the next twelve years of my life. |
was an angry child and | rebelled. Shortly after, my mother remarried and in time he became an alcoholic. |




resented most of this. There was verbal abuse and negativity with me displaying very low self-esteem.

| had two close friends that | spent a lot of time with both in school and outside of school, as well as we
attended the same church in the next block from where | lived. | attended church regularly in the Sunday
School, choirs, event patrticipation, and MYF. The church was my refuge and safe place. The people were
nice, seemed interested in me, and | felt wanted and in need. | joined the church at age twelve, | took all
the preparation classes, and | thought | was a Christian. At a Sunday evening MYF meeting my youth
group attended with several other churches, there was an invitation. Yes, | felt all those things, and my
heart pounded with much anxiety. | really wanted to go forward and accept this gift; however, | was the
timid type, scared, and not sure if | knew what this meant. | just did not know that God was speaking to me,
and | did not go forward.

When | was 18 or 19, third week of May, | went to a spring retreat at a ranch in Maryland. We had an
awesome time. During the Sunday morning meeting, the invitation was given and | accepted Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior. It was the most emotional spiritual experience, it was surreal that | cried
uncontrollably for what seemed like the whole afternoon. | felt a complete washing, cleansing experience,
and it was because Jesus took away all my sins and washed me as white as snow. | had an empty feeling,
but also a fullness of joy all at the same time.

| continued with my walk, but slowly. | would read scripture, primarily from my King James Bible, but | did
not understand it. | knew | had to read scripture, but when you don’t understand it, it becomes
meaningless. Actually, I'm embarrassed to say this went on some thirty years, | hardly ever missed church,
but I just could not put the chronological events in the Bible together. Going to church those years were
more like a social event with believers. | was not growing. It kept me infused, but not engaged. | was not
being fed.

Ten years ago, | was led to Bible Fellowship Study International and that was the spiritual growth | needed.

You study one book for a whole year and it is an intensive study, notes, lecture, and questions. | am
currently in WBF and Precepts here at LEFC. | understand the Bible much better, but oh so much to come.

In 2014, | had an opportunity to travel to The Holy Lands in Israel. | had infant baptism, but | never had
Believers Baptism. Wl you guessed i, | was o



